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To our visitors, we want you to know that we are honored
by your being with us today.  We welcome any questions

you may have.  All materials that you see are free of
charge and if there is any other information you would

like, we will be happy to provide it.

Scripture Readings

            AM: Daniel 3:16-18        PM: 1 Samuel 18:1-3

Upcoming Sermons

Sunday AM
October 1: Philip Steele – But If Not...
October 8: Michael Pickett
October 15: Philip Steele –

Sunday PM
October 1: #638 Philip Steele – A True Friend
October 8: #639 Michael Pickett
October 15: #640 Philip Steele –
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Buried With Him By Baptism

A few years ago, I read an article about a teenage boy getting 
baptized.  What made it memorable was the fact that he was paralyzed 
from the neck down, and that it took around 5 men about thirty minutes 
to safely lower and immerse him into the water and then lift him out of 
it.  Even though doctors warned him against this action (he breathed 
through a tube, and the doctors were worried about complications 
arising from that), he still went through it.

The world would agree with the doctors and say that the teen 
didn't need to be fully immersed in order to be baptized.  To the world, 
there are many ways to be baptized.  Some think that sprinkling some 
water on a person baptizes them.  Others think that leaning the back part
of a person's head into water is enough to baptize them.  And others 
think that scooping out some water and pouring it over a person's head is
all that is required.  They would have insisted that the boy do one of 
those ways to be baptized, because those ways are just as good as 
immersion when it comes to baptism.

The boy knew something that the world doesn't – the ONLY way
to be baptized properly is by being immersed in water.  What the world 
calls baptism is wrong.  The word baptize in Greek means to immerse or
to completely cover.  When you sprinkle water or dip a portion of a 
body in water or pour water on someone, you are not immersing them in
water; therefore, you are not baptizing them.  That is why the teenager 
risked his health, and that is why the men helped him – he couldn't be 
baptized any other way.

In Romans 6:3-5, Paul writes, “Know ye not, that so many of us 
as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death?  
Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so 
we also should walk in newness of life.  For if we have been planted 
together in the likeness of His death, we shall be also in the likeness of 
His resurrection”.  Paul shows us that baptism is a burial.  When we go 
down into the water, it's like we are being buried, just as Christ.  And 
when we rise up out of the water, it's like we are rising up from the dead,
just as Christ.  Sprinkling, dipping, or pouring doesn't do that.  Only 
being completely immersed accomplishes that.
In Acts 8:38, when Philip baptizes the eunuch, how does he do it?  Does 
he sprinkle water on him or dip a portion of his head in the water or does 

he pour water on him?  No.  As the verse says, they both when into the 
water and then Philip baptized the eunuch. If he could have baptized him 
the other ways, neither would have had to go into the water; they could 
have done it by the shoreline.  But Philip knew the only proper way to 
baptize was to fully immerse the eunuch, and that is what he did.

Even though the world will not understand why the teenage boy 
risked his health to be immersed (and probably think he's crazy for doing 
it), I applaud the young man, because he did what he knew was right.  He 
was taught the proper way to be baptized and he obeyed it.  And I 
applaud the men who helped him be baptized.  Whenever God tells us to 
do something, He will always provide a way for us to do it.  He would 
never tell us to do something that we couldn't do.  It may be difficult, but 
there is always a way.  And I'm glad that the teenager found a way to be 
baptized.  I just hope more will follow his example and find a way to be 
properly baptized.

Philip Steele  

________________________________

Prayer Requests

• Lillian's Brother
• Al Haskell (Kidney)
• Michael Golwitzer  (Kidney)
• Marty Stearns (Health)
• McClaine Family
• John Shafer & wife Linda
• David James Goodman III (Military Service in North 

Africa)
• Bobbie's Brother
• Bob Knox (Health)

Mark Your Calendars

• October 15 – Men's Meeting, Pot-luck Luncheon
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