
Works We Support

• John Shafer, Foreign Evangelism. (MO, NE, & India)
• Peter and Pooi Fun Chin, Four Seas College of Bible & 

Missions, Singapore
• “Seek The Old Paths”, Monthly Newsletter
• Chuck Northrop, Bible Institute of Missouri (Instructor)
• Kent Eakins, Hermitage, MO
• Chris O'Brien, Mexico
• “Whom Do You Serve?”, Television Program
• “Bible Questions With Bible Answers”, Television Program
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Worship Assembly: 11 a.m.& 12:15 p.m.
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http://webbervillechurchofchrist.org/?page_id=9
for a complete video archive of sermons

To our visitors, we want you to know that we are honored
by your being with us today.  We welcome any questions

you may have.  All materials that you see are free of
charge and if there is any other information you would

like, we will be happy to provide it.

Scripture Readings

           AM: Malachi 3:8-10           PM: John 6:59-61

Upcoming Sermons

Sunday AM
July 23: Philip Steele – Malachi
July 30: Philip Steele –
August 6: Philip Steele –

Sunday PM
July 23: #631 Philip Steele – Would Jesus Be

       Accepted Today?
July 30: #632 Philip Steele –
August 6: #633 Philip Steele –

http://www.webbervillechurch.org/
http://webbervillechurchofchrist.org/?page_id=9
http://live.webbervillechurchofchrist.org/
http://sermons.webbervillechurchofchrist.org/


Rising Up To The Bar

Recently, I heard a story about a study that was done with 
community colleges.  The study said that the most failed class in 
American community colleges is Algebra.  This has led some to debate 
whether or not to even teach the subject.  Since so many are failing the 
course, it would be better not to require the class in order to graduate, 
some say.  This argument is made about many things today – if 
something is too hard, it's better to simply get rid of it.

This is the same kind of thinking that some Christians and 
churches have concerning God's word.  If a topic or issue is too difficult 
to understand in the Bible, then it's better not to talk about it at all.  It's 
better to just skip those parts or skim over them instead of delving into 
them, since they're hard to understand.

There are some parts of the Bible that are difficult to understand.
When Peter is discussing the Judgment Day in 2 Peter 3, he tells the 
reader that Paul, also, discussed the topic in some of his epistles, and in 
those epistles “...are some things hard to be understood...” (2 Peter 
3:16).  But Peter wasn't telling them to just give up altogether about the 
issue.  Even though it was difficult to understand, they still had the 
responsibility to understand it.

One of the big problems in the church today is that people are 
too busy trying to lower the bar instead of raising themselves up to reach
it.  They make excuses about how the Bible is too difficult to understand
and think that gives them a reason to not study or spend any time with it 
at all.  But no matter how many excuses they make, it is still their 
responsibility to know what God's word says.

The Hebrew writer confronted this issue in his letter.  In 
Hebrews 5, he begins to discuss a man named Melchisedec and his  
relation to Jesus.  But the writer has to stop.  Why?  “Of whom we have 
many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of 
hearing” (Hebrews 5:11).  He wanted to say more, but couldn't because 
they didn't have the proper understanding to delve into the issue.  He 
continues on to say that, by now, they should have been teachers, but 
instead, they needed someone to teach them.  Instead of rising up to the 
bar, they were too busy trying to lower it.

Paul saw this problem with the Corinthian brethren.  In 1 
Corinthians 15:34, he tells them “...for some have not the knowledge of 
God: I speak this to your shame.”  Once again, Paul expected them to be

knowledgeable about God's word, but found that they were lacking in it.  
This is not something a Christian should be proud of, but should be 
ashamed.

The fact is God expects us to mature as Christians, and part of 
maturing means understanding the more difficult parts of the Bible.  In 2 
Peter 3:18, Peter says to grow “...in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ”.  In Hebrews 6:1, the writer tells them “...let us go 
on unto perfection” or press on to maturity, as some versions say.  Those 
men didn't allow the readers to simply skip those difficult parts, but 
encouraged them to press on until they were able to understand it.  They 
wanted them to rise up to the bar, not lower it.

If we want to mature as Christians, then we must take time to 
understand His word...ALL of His word, not just the easy-to-understand 
parts.  We must never try to take the easy way out and lower the bar, but 
instead raise ourselves up to reach it.

Philip Steele

________________________________

Prayer Requests

• Lillian's Brother
• Al Haskell (Kidney)
• Michael Golwitzer  (Kidney)
• Marty Stearns (Health)
• McClaine Family
• John Shafer & wife Linda
• David Reeves (Gloria's brother)
• David James Goodman III (Military Service in North 

Africa)
• Ed Warfield (Poor Health)
• Tom and Katherine's granddaughter, Summer (Grand 

Mal Seizure, other problems)

Mark Your Calendars

• July 31 - August 5 – Booth For Ingham County Fair
• August 20 – Men's Meeting, Pot-luck Luncheon
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